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Account of my Story, and of the chief 
Incidents and Revolutions of my Life, in 
Aljufion to wh:ch I am call’d the PY THAGO- 
REAN. 1| fhail now give hima Draught of my 
Humour, and of the Frame of my Mind ; by which 
he wil obferve, thar there is a furprizing Agree- 
nent between the Variety of my Fortunes and of 
ay Inclinations, and that it 1s very much owing to 
ay native Genus, as well as to Accidents in my 
fe, that I have been hurried thro’ fo great a 
liverfity of Tran/mgrations, 

Lam defcended from the Ravenferofts, an ancient 

amily in Norfolk. My Father was Rowland Raven- 
roft, a Gentleman neither rich nor indigent, well 
teem’d in the Country for his vertuous Life and 
haritable Difpofition. He was a Fiel -Ofircer in 
the King’s Army in the Civil Wars, and behav’d 
tike a Man of Condutt and Courage 5 and tho’ he 
often reflected with fome Refentment on his unre- 
warded Service after the R»j:oratrox, while fome of 
his woithlefs unmilitary Neighbours, who never 
had a Shed plunder’d, or a Hen-roatt robb’d in the 
Caufe, were promoted to Pofts of great Profit 
and Honour; yet he inflexibly adher'd to the Inte- 
reft of the Crown, and continu’d a zealous Roy- 
alift to his dying Day. My Mother was a Parker, 
a Perfon of great Probity, Oeconomy, and do- 
meftick Diligence. The Affairs of her Family 
engrofs’d all her Time and Concern. But that 
which obfcur’d her excellent Qualities, and made 
her Life lefs comfortable to her f-lf, and lefs 
agreeable to others, was too ftrong an Infufion of 
Spleen in her Conftitution. 

Hence perhaps I derive my native Levity and 
Irrefolution, which was remarkable in my Beha- 
viour froma Child ; when, as I have been told, I 
was prefently weary of my Play-Things, and con- 
tinually call’d for a new Toy, and a different 
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Hobby-horfe. At Nine Years old, I liften’d, un 

obierv'd, and heard my Mother {peaking of me? 
fay toa Friend, ’Tis 2 notable forewd Bey! You can'*® 
imagine what Quefiions he ll fiart, what apt and ready 
Anjwers he'll make, and what furprixing Thoughts will 
come into his Head 5 but withal hehas a rambling Brain 

and a firange Ficklenefs of Temper 5 he aims at every 
thing, but fiicks to nothing 5 we hope he'll be fettled by 
Years and Experience, but at prefent he’s an odd out-of- 
the-way whimfical Child. 

My Parents being dead, I was continu’d for fome 
time at a Country-School, and at the Age of Four- 
teen fent by my Uncle and Guardian, Mr. Humphry 
Raver/crofi, to Oxford, where I foon acquir’d fuch 
Logical Abilities, that I] form’d Syllogifms to a 
Miracle, and apply’d Diftinétions with the greateft — 
Acutenefs in the World. I difcern’d the Diffe- 
rence between Demonttration and a probable Ar- 
gument, between Certainty and Opinion ; grew 
very fharp in png or detecting a Fallacy, and 
was in a fair way to have mafter’d all the fubtile 
Notions of Metaphyficks : But falling into Com- 
pany with fome ingenious Students of a pleafanter 
‘Turn, I was fo charm’d with their Converfation, 
that I quickly defpis’d the heavy Logician, and the 
Men of Queens, and refolv’d to fet up for a Wit. 
In order to this, I turn’d ‘ri/ior/e and his dull Com- 
mentators adrift, and fill’d my Study with Novels, 
Plays, and the polite Writings of the fineft Spirits 
of the Age. But this Humour did not laft long, 
I foon grew weary of {pending my Life like a Co- 
median, in Raillery and Ridicule : I broke off 
from my merry Friends, having difcover’d that 
the greateft Part of them were by no Means Na- 
ture’s Wits, but that their Ingenuity was either the 
Creature of the Bottle, forc’d like crude and early 
Fruits by foreign Heat, or the ProduCction of La- 
bour and wretched Affectation, 
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In this Juncture, when I had tafted to Satiety, 
thefe ingenious Entertainments, which were too 
luf{ctious for my weak Stomuch, a Fricnd of mine 
carry’d me to «/hmole’s Mul2um, where I was de- 
lighted with an infinite Variety of Natural and 
Mechan‘cal Curio‘ties, amais’d with great Indu- 
{try and Expence. I was charm’d with the ineftima- 
ble Treafure of Coins, Medals, Oars, oddly fi- 
gur’d Stones, and uncommon Minerals 5 and 
mivhtily pleas'd with the wonderful Collection of 
rite Shells, Beetles, Grafhoppers, Butterflies, 
and many other curious and beautiful little Ant- 
mals. | prefent'y refolv’d to furnifh'a Clofer with 
the like Rarities, and to-accomplifh my Defign, 
form’d 2a Scheme of Correipondence, as weil 
with forcign Countries, asthe Provinse: of Pritan: 
Thad not long been a Virtuoio in Fofliles 
and Infects, when, either out of Levity, or 
from an Apprehenfion that the Labour ws too 
great for my Temper, and the Expence for my 
Pocket, my Fancy grew cool and untaftful of this 
Amufement; and befides, IT perceiv’d at lat, that 
if J continu’d this Purfuit, | fhould be perpetually 
emp!oy'd in gathering, and fhewing with Solemni- 
ty a Heap of ‘Trifles, and pais all my Days ina 
great ‘Loy-Shop. . 

My Appetite being pall’d to thefe Entertain- 
ments, by which many diligent Mcn, ttudious of 
natural Hiitory, have propagated their Fame 5 
an Antiquary, by Chance, led me to the Court of 
the Theatre, and walking round it, read learn- 
ediy upon a Piec: of an old Wall, preferv’d with 
great Care, then upon a Fragment of Porphyry, 
which he affurd me was Part of a God of the firtt 
Rank among the ancient Indians 5 in one Place, he 
fhew’d me f-veral odd Characters, which he call’d 
Emblems and £gyptian Hieroglyphicks, and ex- 

lain’d them till they were perfectly paft my Un- 
Sechualinn 4 in another, he pointed to an ill 
ffeur'd Marble, in which there had been many en- 
graven Marks and Sentences, but the Teeth of 
Time had gnaw’d out the Words, only fome half 
Letters remain’d, by Means of which, the learned 
Sage made out the Myitery, and decipher’d the 
whole Infcription: This was the only Species of 
Learning, of which I had no Manner of Relith. 

Aranother Time, I attended with great Plea- 
fure to a German Adept, who related, in the com- 
mon Room of our College, the Powers and Won- 
ders-of Chymiftry; this prefently ftarted a new 
Paffion, and fet me agog after the untatted Satis- 
faction of feeing thefe amazing Operations of the 
Fire: Determin’d to gratify this Inclination, I 
fpent more Time and Money in this bewitehing 
Amufement, than I am willing to own. I was 
once, as I verily believed, within an Ace of the 
Grand Elixy, and after a diligent Proceis of four 
Years, an Inftance of Conftancy I never fhew’d 
before, ifwe may give any Credit to Adepts, or 
depend on the unerring Rules of this profound 
Art, 1 brought the Philofopher’s Stone into half 
a Pintof Liquor; and then, as my Manner is, I 


grew weary even of Succefs, and neglected my 
good Fortune: This precious Liquor however I 
{till preferve, and when I find a Genius worthy 
of fo invaluable a Secret, 1 mtend to beftow jt 
upon him as a Prefent. If none {uch appear in 
my Life-time, 1 fhall leave it by my Will inthe 
Hands of Truftees, to be given to any Pubiick 
fpirited Perfon, who fhall have found out the 
Longitude, or fhall have reconciled the different 
Parties and Intereits that divide this Nation. 

‘hus my Inclination carry’d me to all Kinds of 
Learning, but chiefly to thofe out of the common 
Way: I gaind a fuperficial Smattering in each, 
but tol owing every Thing by Fits and Starts, | 
was never fedate and fix’d enough to be become 
a Matter in any. 

My Fancy being fo defultory, my Tafte fo change- 
able, and my Dilpofition of Mind fo ill adapted to 
Labour, Lamus’d my {elf only in forming Sketch- 
es and imperfect Draughts of Science; and if ever [ 
expreis’d Beaury and Symetry, it was by deiineating 
particular Parts unconnected with the Whole : Sup- 
pole a Painter fhould fill his Room with Tab cans, 
in fome of which he had draw. nothing but Eyes 
and Ears, in fome only Mouths and Nofes, and in 
ethers none but Legs and Arms, and had never 
united thefe Parts to make one finifh’d Figure, 
this would be fome Kefemblance of my lmagi- 
nation, whichis fil?d with numerous difunited 
Branches, but is not adorn’d with one compleat 
Syitym. 

Woen Larriv’d at my Forty-fecond Year, I began 
to fettle into a more confiitent Difpofition of Mind 
and Regularity of Judgment; then my Life bee:me 
more equal and uniform, which was not a litre 
owing tothe wile Counfel and frequent Conver. 
fation of Sir Evsrace Locker, to whom at that 
Time I had the Honour to be known: It was he 
that imtroduc’d and recommended me to the Fa- 
vour and Friendfhip «f his ingenious and learned 
Acquaintance, and tirit propos’d me as Secretary to 
our Society, of which my former Papers have 
given a particular Account. 


Whereas a Letter is come to the Author of 
this Paper from a Perfon in Misfortune, for Ad- 
vice. Mr. Ravenscrorr not knowing all the 
Particulars of his Cafe, is of Opinion, That he 
fhou’d immediately apply himfelf to fome prudent 
Friend, and by all Means avoid the Courfe he 
feems at prefent inclin’d to take. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
PETER BARTLETT, removed from Good- 


man’s Fields, to the Golden Ball near St. Paul’s School, 
in St. Paul’s Charch-Yard 5 whofe Steel, Spring and 
Jointed Trusses are very effectua! in the Cure of 
Ruprures 5 being very eafy and nicely adapted, 
according to the Anatomical Defcription of thoir 
Parts of the Body liable to fuch Accidents. 

His Mother, who lives at the Golden Rall neat 
the Three Crowns within Aldgate, is fuccefsful in the 
Bufinefs, to her own Sex. 
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